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Region XII Pastoral Council Meeting 
July 13, 2021 

 
1.  Call to Order/Opening Prayer 
Jack Rivetti called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and led the group in reciting The Amazing 
Parish Prayer. 
 
2.  This Amazing Parish 
Council members broke into small groups and discussed reflections on their personal Mass 
Journal entries. 
 
3.  Sunday Gospel Reflections 
Jack Rivetti read John 6:30-34, and invited those present to share reflections on its meaning.  
Several petitions were offered for family, friends, and special intentions. 
 
4.  Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: 

Fr. Kyle Schnippel (Pastor) 
Fr. Ambrose Dobrozsi (Parochial Vicar) 
Jim Geiger 
Josh Kinder 
Jack Rivetti (Chair) 
Suzanne Schiml 
Roy Young (Vice-Chair) 

 
Council Members Absent/Excused: 
 Kathy Collin 
 
Guests: 

Marie Aknin (Human Resources) 
Joy Blaul (Worship Commission) 
Nick Clune (Youth Minister, Athletic Director) 
Christine Durr (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
John Gooch (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Jim Harworth (Parishioner, St. Brigid) 
John Kern (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
Nick Kompar (Visiting Seminarian) 
Marcella Lehar (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
Teresa Leopold (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Marsha Loges (Note-taker) 
Mike Seifert (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Marge Spoutz (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
Phyllis Wysinski (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 

 
5.  Council Business 
 
 a.  One Region Pastoral Council Constitution and By-Laws. 
 

(1)  Since the April 13 Region XII Pastoral Council meeting, all Council members have 
been reviewing the Constitution and By-Laws of both the St. Peter Pastoral Council and the 
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Parishes of Old North Dayton (POND) Council, considering proposed revisions, and 
recommending final DRAFT content for adoption by the merged Regional Pastoral Council. 

 
(2)  At this evening’s Council meeting, Council members considered the updated DRAFT 

Region XII Pastoral Council Constitution and By-Laws.  A motion was made and seconded to 
accept the new Constitution as presented, and the MOTION CARRIED. 

 
(3)  The proposed Region XII Pastoral Council Constitution and By-Laws must now be 

forwarded to the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, for their review and approval. 
 
 b.  Commissions Discussion.  Jack Rivetti stated that in the past the St. Peter Parish Council 
had initiated an effort to identify all Ministries (or commissions, or committees, or other 
organizations under various titles) which existed, and to invite each of those parish groups to 
provide a presentation to the Council, introducing its purpose, key activities, and other relevant 
information.  Jack asked for Council comments regarding this initiative, and particular points of 
discussion included the following: 
 

(1)  A current hierarchical list of St. Peter Parish Ministries and Commissions is 
maintained on the Region XII web site, and also is published in the St. Peter Directory (also 
sometimes referred to as Guidebook). 

 
(2)  An exploration of Ministries and Commissions should now be expanded to include all 

three parishes of Pastoral Region XII, with the objective of determining which should be 
combined at the Region XII level, and which should remain at the parish levels. 

 
(3)  Each Ministry and its subordinate Commissions requires resources 

(man/womanpower and funds), which are limited, and so careful consideration should be given 
to both the costs and the benefits of each, to determine which should be retained and which 
should be discarded. 

 
(4)  Analysis should not be limited to Region XII, but should be expanded to include 

neighboring Regions/Parishes, as well, so that information can be made available to all 
parishioners. 

 
(5)  Some past efforts to establish new “commissions” (e.g., Parish Life Commission) 

had been begun, but were halted because of the Coronavirus.  These should not be overlooked. 
 
(6)  Based on this discussion, the Council agreed that a new effort should be initiated, 

and its objectives are to: 
 

o Identify, document an initial list, and consider ALL such Ministries which currently 
exist, in all three parishes; 
 

o Determine which are candidates for being combined for Region XII, which are 
candidates for remaining at the parish levels, and which should be discarded; 
 

o Develop a revised list of all remaining Ministries/Commissions/Committees; and, 
 

o Make that list available to all Region XII parishioners so they can become aware 
of the many opportunities to serve the Lord through our Amazing Family of 
Parishes. 
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(7)  Accomplishment of these objectives will entail significant administrative tasks, 

perhaps best accomplished off-line (i.e., outside of Pastoral Council meetings, by an ad hoc 
committee), with a target deadline and an established timeline for completion. 
 

ACTION ITEM:  As the first of multiple steps, individuals from each parish were 
assigned to compile those initial lists of Ministries/Commissions/Committees (or other 
organizations).  The preliminary lists are to be reported at the August Pastoral Council 
Meeting.  Following initial review at that meeting, additional action items, with POCs, timelines, 
and ancillary members as needed, will be determined. 

 
o For each Ministry/Commission the minimal information to be identified includes 

the sponsoring parish, the principal contact person (name, phone, email), and a 
brief (two-line) statement of the purpose. 

 
o If available, additional information may include principal functions, key activities, 

scheduled meetings (frequency, time, place), current officers, number of active 
participants, current sub-committees, and other relevant information. 

 
Points of Contact (POCs):  Jim Geiger (for Holy Cross Parish), Suzanne Schiml (for 

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish), and Roy Young (for St. Peter Parish). 
 

c.  Parishioner Comments.  There were a few comments, as follows: 
 
 (1)  Several parishioners lauded the recent Pastor installation mass, saying it was very 
well done and inspiring, and it was appreciated. 
 
 (2)  Several Our Lady of the Rosary Parish events are planned, with details to be 
provided in upcoming Region XII Bulletins: 

o Fish Fry, September 10, October 8, November 12, January 14, February 11; 
o Senior Breakfast, 3rd Thursday of each month (September through May), 

following 9 AM Mass; 
o Veterans’ Dinner, November 7; 
o Live Nativity, December 5. 

 
(3)  It was noted that some lights are not working in church; bulbs and ballasts are out.  

No specific actions were identified regarding this issue. 
 

(4)  The Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) Parish Survey, 
previously planned for St. Peter Parish but put on hold due to Coronavirus, will be revisited and 
considered for possible expansion to include the whole Region XII, at the August Regional 
Pastoral Council meeting. 
 
6.  Pastor Comments 
 

a.  Fr. Kyle Schnippel provided the following comments: 
 

(1)  The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has said that the Beacons of Light Family of Parishes 
restructuring is no longer planned as a five-year phased implementation; rather, all new 
Regional Parish realignments will occur by July 1, 2022. 
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o The current number of regions (114) will be decreased to about 50 or 60.  All 
regions will be restructured and pastoral staffs and priest reassignments will take 
place.  The initial draft plan will be presented to the Deaneries by the end of July 
2021, followed by the final draft plan in November 2021.  Pastor reassignments 
will occur in the February/March 2022 timeframe. 

 
o From 2022 through 2027, all parishes in the Archdiocese will be working toward 

realignment within the regional model of One Pastor/One Parish, where a region 
will have multiple campuses. 

 
o All these changes will have an impact on individual parishioners and on priests.  

Region XII will be impacted, but specifics are not yet known.  The three current 
parishes may (or may not) remain in the region, and one or two additional 
parishes may join the region.  Make-up of staffs, Pastoral Council, Constitutions, 
mass schedules, and other operational issues will be addressed. 

 
o Archbishop Schnurr’s July 1, 2021 letter to all parishioners regarding the 

Beacons of Light will appear in the next Pastoral Region XII Bulletin.  
Parishioners are encouraged to pray for the success of this initiative, and to visit 
CatholicAOC.org/Beacons and register to receive the Beacons Update monthly 
newsletter. 

 
(2)  Fr. Kyle is a member of the National Board of Courage International, Inc., which is 
an apostolate of the Catholic Church which offers support to people who experience 
same-sex attractions who have chosen to live a chaste life.  He will be away this week, 
attending the annual Courage Conference in Atchison, Kansas. 
 
(3)  Potential buyers for the St. Stephen and St. Adalbert properties have been identified, 
and Fr. Kyle addressed several steps which remain to be completed before 
documentation can be submitted to the Archdiocese for approval.  That required work is 
proceeding. 
 
(4)  Proposed purchases for the region/parish which exceed a certain dollar threshold 
require Pastoral Council approval, and Fr. Kyle presented details regarding procurement 
of commercial grade lawn maintenance equipment.  A motion was made and seconded 
to approve that purchase, and the MOTION CARRIED. 

 
7.  Closing Prayer 
There being no further business, Jack Rivetti offered a closing prayer. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.  The next meeting is Tuesday, August 3, at 7 PM, in 
the St. Peter Parish Ries Center. 
 
v/r, -mjl- :-) 
 
 


