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Region XII Pastoral Council Meeting 
December 14, 2022 

 
1.  Call to Order/Opening Prayer 
 
Jack Rivetti called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM and led the group in reciting The Amazing 
Parish Prayer. 
 
2.  This Amazing Parish  
 
Council members broke into groups to discuss reflections on prayer, recent gospels, homilies, 
or other spiritual items. 
 
3.  Roll Call 
 

Region XII Council Members Present: 
Fr. Kyle Schnippel (Pastor) 
Tabitha Bentz 
Kathy Collin 
Jim Geiger 
Romy Hall 
Josh Kinder 
Jack Rivetti (Chair) 
Roy Young (Vice-Chair) 

 
Council Members Absent/Excused: 

Fr. Robert Hale (Parochial Vicar) 
Fr. Andrew Smith (Parochial Vicar) 
Kelly Kadel 
 

Council Recorder: 
Marsha Loges 
 

Staff Present: 
Rick Collin (Maintenance) 
 

Guests Present: 
Ray Girard (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
John Kern (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
David Schwendeman (Parishioner, Our Lady of 
the Rosary) 
 

 

4.  Pastor Comments 
 
Fr. Kyle Schnippel addressed the following Region XII (now NE-10 Family of Parishes) 
activities: 
 

a. The Mass. 
 

For six weeks beginning in January, a special video series entitled The Mass, presented 
by Bishop Robert Barron, will be available to all parishioners.  The 25-minute video can 
be accessed via an email sent weekly from Archbishop Dennis Schnurr, and will include 
his insights about each lesson in the series.  It also will be available throughout the 
weeks in group study sessions, as follows: Monday, 7 – 8:30 pm, St Peter; Tuesday, 
9:30 – 11 am, St. Christopher; Wednesday, 7 – 8:30 pm, St. John the Baptist; Thursday, 
6:30 – 7:30 pm, via Zoom; Saturday, 9:30 – 11 am, St. Peter.  Registration and details 
are available at The Mass - Archdiocese of Cincinnati (catholicaoc.org) and will be published 

in the NE-10 Bulletin and on the web site. 
 
  

https://catholicaoc.org/themass?vgo_ee=8uZiIaBFHaZxxyQe4kWLf%2FaOHErwo7DbzEDwqpMB1lA%3D#study
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b. NE-10 Town Hall. 
 
Two Town Hall Meetings will be held in January, to give all NE-10 parishioners the 
opportunity to voice any concerns and questions.  The meetings will be moderated by 
Tim O’Loughlin, St. Christopher School Principal.  They will be held on Tuesday, 
January 11, 7 – 8:30 pm, at St. John the Baptist Church Banquet Hall, and on 
Wednesday, January 18, 7 – 8:30 pm, at St. Peter Church Ries Center.  Details will be 
published in the NE-10 Bulletin and on the web site. 
 

5.  Council Business 
 

a. Pastoral Council Get-Together. 
 

A social gathering of members of the St. Christopher, St. John the Baptist, and St. Peter 
Region XII Pastoral Councils was held at St. John the Baptist Banquet Hall, on 
November 20.  Its purpose was to allow all Council members to get to know one another 
better, as we move forward toward working together as a Family of Parishes.  Feedback 
from that gathering was provided to all Council members. 
 
It was noted that current Council membership is not representative of the diversity of the 
Family of Parishes as a whole, and that as the new single Family of Parishes Council is 
formed a special effort is needed to assure appropriate representation.  Jack Rivetti said 
that the three Council Chairs will be meeting with Fr. Kyle in January, to lay out next 
steps. 
 

b. NE-10 Family of Parishes Name. 
 

Fr. Kyle said that of the over 70 nominations which were submitted for a new name for 
the NE-10 Family of Parishes, the top five names have been selected by the 13-person 
review team of young adults, headed by Elena Pope.  Those names are: Holy Spirit; 
Christ the King; Our Lady of Divine Grace; St. John Paul II; and St. Simon of Cyrene.  
Parishioners from all five parishes will be given the opportunity to vote on those top five 
nominated names and criteria summary, and the Pastor will then make the final 
selection. 
 

c. Tour of Parishes. 
 
At the September Council meeting it was reported that Deacon Chuck Wright had 
conducted tours of St. Christopher and St. John the Baptist campuses, for all the 
Deacons.  Jack Rivetti has spoken with Deacon Wright, who has agreed to arrange a 
tour of all NE-10 Parish campuses, for all the Pastoral Councils. 
 
It was noted that a rotating Open House of the campuses of all five parishes may be of 
interest to all parishioners, as members of the new NE-10 Family of Parishes.  Jack will 
pass this suggestion along to Mary Beth Sheleman and the Pastoral Associates, so 
arrangements can be made during the new year.  Further, rotating tours of the 
Christmas displays of all five churches might be arranged for all parishioners, for next 
Christmas. 
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d. Pastoral Council Vacancy. 
 
Jack Rivetti announced that David Schwendeman, from Our Lady of the Rosary (OLR) 
Parish, has agreed to serve as a Pastoral Council representative from that parish. 

 
e. Communication/Virtual Volunteer Board Task Group Update. 

 
At the October Council meeting, Josh Kinder and Tabitha Bentz were tasked to address 
a Virtual Volunteer Board proposal. 
 

1) At the November Council meeting Tabitha reported that they had met with Laura 
Joliat (Communication) and established a long-term goal to clearly identify and 
communicate all NE-10 ministries, goals, and activities.  They also established a 
short-term goal to address the current NE-10 web site information to assure it is 
complete, accurate, and useful.  To accomplish this, they were developing a 
questionnaire for all five parishes, which they will administer as a “pilot test” on a 
few selected ministries, in the January/February timeframe. 
 

2) Tabitha reported that no progress has been made since the November report, 
and so there is no update. 

 
f. Role/Requirements of Pastoral Council Task Group Update. 

 
At several past Council meetings, there has been detailed discussion of the issues of 
clearly defining the role and function of the Pastoral Council in providing assistance to 
the Pastor and the Parish, as well as the role, required qualifications, and job description 
of Pastoral Council members.  Despite those lengthy discussions, no clear definitions or 
answers to the various questions raised were forthcoming. 
  

1) At the November Council meeting Roy Young was tasked to forward the current 
Pastoral Council Constitution to all Council members.  Each Council member 
was tasked to consider answers to the various questions posed, and Tabitha 
Bentz was tasked to collect and collate all those thoughts in early December, so 
they could be addressed at the December Council meeting.  Further, a sub-
committee was to be formed, with the objective of developing recommended 
answers to all those questions, which were documented in past Council meeting 
Minutes.  One Council member was needed to take the lead in this effort, but no 
one volunteered. 
 

2) Tabitha reported that the Council Constitution had been sent to all Council 
members via email, and she had queried all members for their thoughts 
regarding these issues; however, no Council members provided a response.  
She will send another query to each Council member, including the specific 
questions that have been raised in the previous discussions. 

 

3) All members were again tasked to address these issues and to provide 
thoughtful responses, for consideration at the next Council meeting.  A formal 
sub-committee will be established, and a lead designated, at that meeting. 
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g. Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI) Survey. 
 
At the October Council meeting, Fr. Kyle announced that parishioners of the five NE-10 
Family of Parishes will take part in a 100-question survey developed by the Catholic 
Leadership Institute (CLI), to capture their views of “Where are we in our journey of faith 
in the Lord?”  This will help to identify areas of strength and weakness, and highlight 
areas requiring more spiritual focus. 
 
This Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey, an on-line computer-driven survey, will be 
launched on January 21.  A paper copy will be made available to parishioners, as well.  
This is a confidential questionnaire, and feedback at the Family of Parishes level will be 
provided in the Summer.  Details regarding the survey will be published in the NE-10 
Bulletin and on the web site. 
 
This CLI survey will replace the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) 
survey which St. Peter Parish initiated in 2020.  Funds have been paid to CARA for that 
effort, which was begun but not completed.  Steps should be taken to request 
reimbursement of that portion of the funds paid for which work and deliverables were not 
accomplished. 

 
h. Parishioner Comments. 

 
The following parishioner comments were received: 
 

1) Kudos were expressed for some of the Altar Servers who consistently show 
sincere reverence, respect, and dignity in their actions and demeanor during the 
Liturgy. 

 
2) Many positive comments have been made about the Mass and liturgical services. 

 

3) The Live Nativity at Our Lady of the Rosary Church had a good turnout of around 
250 participants and visitors. 

 

4) A New Year’s Eve Mass and Party for the Young Adults at Holy Cross Church 
will be held on December 31, and so no Mass will be offered on January 1. 

 

5) Data in the Bulletin indicate that Baptisms and New Family registrations are up, 
offertory collections are down, and Mass attendance is steady. 

 

6) The St. Peter Church Renovation Committee has met to make recommendations 
regarding what is needed in the church.  Those renovations are to be paid for 
using Capital Improvement funds. 

 

7) The Pastoral Council presented Fr. Kyle with a Christmas gift and thanked him 
for his devotion to the Region XII Parishes. 
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6.  Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, Kathy Collin led the group in a closing prayer.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:44 PM.  The January Council meeting has been cancelled so that Council 
Members can participate in The Mass group study, and so the next Council meeting is on 
Wednesday, February 8, at 7:30 PM, in the St. Peter Parish Ries Center. 
 

v/r, -mjl-       

 
 


