
 

In the early Church, Forty Hours Devotion was observed in the ancient Holy Thursday traditions surrounding the 

reservation of the Eucharist to be used on Good Friday. In the 10th century, the practice began in some churches of 

wrapping the crucifix venerated on Good Friday, or the corpus alone, in a cloth. It was laid in a symbolic tomb. In some 

areas consecrated hosts were added. This began forty hours of prayer, lasting until the Easter Vigil. Then on Holy 

Saturday afternoon or Easter morning, the Resurrection was celebrated by bringing the Blessed Sacrament from the 

“tomb” and enthroning it on the main altar where it was venerated. 
 

The more popular form of Forty Hours Devotion began in the 16th century. St. John Neumann (1811-1860) is 

credited with establishing it in the United States where it is more feasible; the forty hours are interrupted for the night 

and extended over three days. The first and third days include liturgies of the Blessed Sacrament; the second day, a 

liturgy for peace, the solemn closing of Forty Hours includes the Litany of the Saints, with procession and benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Today, Adoration is a reverent time of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament outside the celebration of the 

Eucharist. It is a time in which the faithful are given an opportunity to deepen their relationship with Christ and His 

Body, the Church. 

 

Forty Hours Devotion 
 

Friday, January 25 
8:30 am:  Mass with Celebration and Opening of 40 Hours Devotion. 

9:30 am:  Exposition of the Holy Eucharist in Church. 
 

Saturday, January 26 
8:30 am:  Reposition of the Holy Eucharist before Mass. 

9:00 am:  Exposition of the Holy Eucharist in Church after Mass. 
 

Sunday, January 27 
7:30 am:  Exposition moved to Chapel. 

11:00 am:  Celebration of Sunday Masses. Closing of Forty Hours with candlelight procession. 
 

 Sign-up for Eucharistic Adoration may be found in the vestibule on the podium or in Fehrenbach Hall. 

 The purpose of the devotion is to express faith in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 

 This Forty Hours will be for the intention of the religious education for the children of Region XII. 

 The Holy Eucharist is publicly exposed in a Monstrance for the veneration of the faithful. 

 Kneeling symbolizes adoration and awe in the presence of God. 

St. Peter Church 
January 25, 26, 27 
Prayer intention for the 

religious education 
of Region XII’s children. 


