
A New Patron 
 

FATHER KYLE  SCHNIPPEL  

 

Last week in this space, I discussed our need 

for a new patron, with a specific call to all 

the groups in the parish (and even 

parishioners who feel inspired!) to submit 

potential candidates to be the Patron for 

our Family of Parishes. 
 

Today, I would like to outline the format for 

these submissions. As I anticipate a large 

number of submissions, they must follow this 

outline in order for the review team to 

compare like for like. 
 

If you, or an organization of which you are a 

member, would like to submit a potential 

patron Saint or Mystery of the Lord for 

consideration, please include the following 

information, in this order: 
 

• Your Name or Organization 

• Proposed Patron 

• Provide a brief biography of the saint or 

synopsis of the Mystery 

• How or Why does this proposed Patron 

speak to you as a group or individual? 

• How does this Patron speak to life as a 

Catholic Christian in the 21st Century? 

• How does this Patron speak to the reality 

of our five parishes within this Family of 

Parishes? 
 

Now, a few other ground rules. 
 

While I love and adore the Blessed Mother, 

it is my hunch that a majority of the Families 

of Parishes will be named in some sort under 

her honor. (On a recent call with Pastors in 

the Archdiocese, this was verified: three out 

of four already submitted were some 

derivation of ‘Our Lady of ___. The fourth 

was Divine Mercy Family of Parishes.) We 

have the Blessed Mother with us always, 
 

let’s dive a little deeper to seek a wider 

variety of potential patrons. 
 

As noted in the previous paragraph, several 

Families of Parishes have already identified 

potential patrons. The Diocese is asking that 

we avoid duplication of efforts. To that end, 

I will run submissions past the current list, 

as I know it. Unfortunately, I do not know 

of a place where they are listed online, 

as of yet. 
 

I always give extra credit to Confirmation 

students who research and find saints that 

are new to me. The same will go here, too; 

and I know a lot of saints! 
 

Patron submission forms can be found on all 

websites and Facebook. Hard copies will be 

available at all the churches in our family; 

return completed forms to the Parish Office 

or mail to the St. Peter Parish Office. 
 

As mentioned last week, the deadline for 

submissions is Friday, October 21. Submit 

completed forms to Mary Beth Sheleman 

(msheleman@saintpeterparish.org) or to 

Laura Joliat (ljoliat@saintpeterparish.org). 
 

The review team is yet to be identified, but 

will consist of members of each parish, both 

staff and parishioners. The top five or so 

selections, as determined by this review 

team, will be presented in mid-November 

for parishioner comment and contribution 

prior to the new Patron being selected. 
 

Once the patron is identified, new email 

identifiers will be developed, as will the 

Family website and Facebook identifiers. 
 

As always, prayers are greatly appreciated 

and much needed throughout this process! 


