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Region XII Pastoral Council Meeting 
July 13, 2022 

 
1.  Call to Order/Opening Prayer 
 
Jack Rivetti called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM and led the group in reciting The Amazing 
Parish Prayer. 
 
2.  This Amazing Parish 
Council members broke into groups to discuss reflections on prayer, recent gospels or homilies, 
or other spiritual items. 
 
3.  Roll Call 
 

Region XII Council Members Present: 
Fr. Kyle Schnippel (Pastor) 
Tabitha Bentz 
Kathy Collin 
Jim Geiger 
Romy Hall 
Kelly Kadel 
Jack Rivetti (Chair) 
Phyllis Wysinski 
Roy Young (Vice-Chair) 

 
Council Members Absent/Excused: 

Fr. Robert Hale (Parochial Vicar) 
Josh Kinder 

 
Council Recorder: 

Marsha Loges 
 

Staff Present: 
Maria Aknin (Business Manager, 
Human Resources) 
Joy Blaul (Pastoral Associate) 
Mary Beth Sheleman (Executive 
Assistant) 

 

St. John the Baptist Pastoral Council Members Present: 
Bruce Batty 
Kevin Hartke 
Randy Hoyne 
Bill Lewis 
 

Guests Present: 
Naomi Caplinger (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Christine Durr (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Emilee George (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Ray Girard (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
John Kern (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
Paul Kroger (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Tanya Kroger (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Mike Leopold (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Teresa Leopold (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Marcella Lehar (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
 

 

 

4.  Pastor Comments 
 
Fr. Kyle Schnippel addressed the following Region XII (now NE-10 Family of Parishes) 
activities: 
 

a. Northeast-10 (NE-10) Family of Parishes Transition. 
 
Fr. Kyle and the Transition/Leadership Team continue their efforts regarding establishing 
the five-parish NE-10 Family of Parishes.  He and Fr. Robert Hale have been rotating 
through the five parishes and getting to know staff and parishioners.  He expressed 
gratitude for the cooperative and positive attitudes he has encountered, and he asked for 
continued prayers. 
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1) The six priests who will be serving the NE-10 Family of Parishes, celebrating 
Masses and rotating throughout all five churches, include: Fr. Kyle Schnippel 
(Pastor); Fr. Robert Hale (Parochial Vicar); Fr. Andrew Smith (Parochial Vicar, 
currently on leave); Fr. Joseph Kindel (In Residence, Chaplain at Miami Valley 
Hospital); Fr. Greg Konerman (Assisting in Retirement); and, Fr. Johan Roten 
(Assisting in Retirement). 
 

2) There will be an Installation Mass of Solemnity on July 25, the feast of the 
Solemnity of St. Christopher, at St. Christpher Church, welcoming Fr. Kyle as 
Pastor of St. Christopher and St. John the Baptist Parishes.  Following Mass, a 
reception will be held. 

 

3) Fr. Kyle introduced his newly-hired Executive Assistant, Ms. Mary Beth 
Sheleman, who will serve as his right hand, directly assisting him and 
representing him in handling all matters involving the NE-10 Family of Parishes.  
Mary Beth said that she is pleased to be here, she already has met a number of 
staff and parishioners, and she looks forward to her role assisting Fr. Kyle.  She 
stated that her goal is to help Fr. Kyle to be an even better priest and to help the 
five parishes come together in Faith, united as a Family of one. 

 

4) As a part of the effort to give inspirational identity to the NE-10 Family of 
Parishes, a new logo is being developed, representative of all five parishes.  In 
addition, at a future point the Transition Team representatives from all five 
parishes, staffs, and groups, will be considering proposed overarching names for 
the Family of Parishes.  A process will be developed to determine selection of the 
name to be used. 

 

5) Efforts are underway to introduce consistency among all parishes in liturgical 
services (i.e., layout of sanctuaries, servers, deacons, hymnals, choirs, cantors, 
ringing of bells, introductory and closing prayers, etc.), while also retaining the 
meaningful cultures and traditions of each individual parish. 

 
6) Close attention is being given to Mass Attendance and Offertory Collections, 

since implementation of the change in Mass schedules, reduced from 13 to 10 
throughout the NE-10 Family.  So far, there has been steady participation and 
donating at all parishes. 

 

7) School enrollment is up for the coming school year, with Our Lady of the Rosary 
and St. Peter Catholic Schools currently at full capacity.  Steps will be taken to 
publicize the availability of student spaces at St. Christopher Catholic School, as 
well as at the Early Childhood Education Centers at Our Lady of the Rosary, St. 
Christopher, and St. John the Baptist Parishes. 

 

8) A Safety Audit of St. Peter Catholic School was conducted by the Huber Heights 
Police Department.  Plans will be made for similar assessments to be conducted 
by local police departments at the Our Lady of the Rosary, St. Christopher, and 
St. John the Baptist School facilities, as well. 

 
b. Fr. Kyle will be out-of-town on two weekends in late July and early August. 
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5.  Council Business 
 

a. New NE-10 Family of Parishes. 
 

1) For an interim period, the St. John the Baptist Pastoral Council and the St. 
Christopher Pastoral Council should continue moving forward with their normal 
individual parish works and activities, while keeping the Regional Administration 
Office Secretary, Jan Barbour (937 233-1503), informed of any scheduled 
events.  The focus should be on the advancement of the life and vitality of the 
individual parishes, as well as the Family of Parishes. 
 

2) At some point all Pastoral Council members will get together – perhaps through 
rotating dinner meetings – in order to get to know one another and all our parish 
organizations and ministries better.  Through attendance at Pastoral Council 
Meetings, shared Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes, group email addresses, 
combined liturgical services, and social events, we will be able to work together 
and make decisions as a Family of Parishes. 

 
3) It is important to continue to communicate the good news about all the positive 

things that have been occurring throughout all five parishes, while transitioning to 
a Family of Parishes.  By keeping parishioners informed about each parish’s 
many encouraging accomplishments, we can learn more about all our parish 
communities, strengthen our unique cultures, and then walk together as a Family 
as we form a new culture, glorifying God through our works. 
 

4) Parish staff heads at all parishes have access to the NE-10 activities calendar, to 
Fr. Kyle’s calendar, to his Executive Assistant, Mary Beth Sheleman (937 233-
1503), and to the Regional Administration Office Secretary, Jan Barbour (937 
233-1503). 

 
b. Parishioner Comments. 

 
The following parishioner comments were received: 

 
1) Tanya Kroger raised questions regarding the Our Lady of the Rosary Church 

Organist and Choir Director positions.  A recent email about the tenure of the 
current organist coming to an end and a new organist being hired, has generated 
some concerns among the choir members.  They do not know why these actions 
are being taken, who will be filling the organist position, and who is to serve as the 
choir director.  The Region XII Music Director was not in attendance at the Pastoral 
Council Meeting to address these questions, but Fr. Kyle did confirm that when the 
current organist contract expires it will not be renewed.  However, he cautioned that, 
respecting privacy concerns, personnel issues cannot be discussed in an open 
forum.  Instead, he offered to hold a separate, private meeting to continue the 
discussion and provide clarity, and to address any related matters. 
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2) Tanya Kroger also raised a concern regarding the liturgy and hymn books used at 
Our Lady of the Rosary Church.  She said that recent placement and use of the 
newly-purchased Gather Hymnals, and removal of their old liturgy and song books, 
was not handled well.  Those actions, as well as subsequent conflicting 
communications, were inconsistent with agreements which already had been made 
for specific liturgical services, causing confusion and ill feelings.  Further, she 
indicated that the Gather Hymnals are too heavy and cumbersome for some elderly 
members of the parish to hold.  Fr. Kyle offered to continue the discussion offline, at 
a separate meeting.  Note: Concern about the Gather Hymnals had been raised and 
discussed previously, at the May 11, 2022 Pastoral Council Meeting. 
 

3) Jack Rivetti emphasized that we must continue to pray to the Holy Spirit for strength 
and guidance, as our Family of Parishes comes together.  Our growth as five 
parishes into one Family is only two weeks old, and it is very important that we 
remain respectful of one another, with open minds, particularly during this transition 
period when many changes will be necessary. 
 

a) We must all attempt to avoid any misunderstanding, as both senders and 
receivers of communications.  Not everyone will always be in agreement 
about matters, but we must attempt to understand the explanations for the 
decisions made, and accept those decisions. 
 

b) If an issue does arise, attempts to resolve it should begin when and where 
that issue occurs, starting at the lower levels of the communication channel. 
 

c) If resolution cannot be reached, the issue can then be elevated to 
supervisors, Pastoral Council members, or persons in authority. 
 

d) Questions should be referred to the Regional Administration Office 
Secretary, Jan Barbour (937 233-1503) who will assure that the proper 
person is contacted.  Any matter requiring higher level attention should be 
communicated to the Executive Assistant, Mary Beth Sheleman, who can 
address the issue or raise it to Fr. Kyle, if necessary. 

 
4) Phyllis Wysinski invited all to attend the free Taste of Old North Dayton event at 

Stuart Patterson Park on Tuesday, August 2, 5:30 to 8 PM. 
 

5) Elena Pope, Communications Director and Youth Minister at St Christopher Parish, 
delivered an excellent talk at a recent St. John the Baptist Pastoral Council Meeting.  
She will be taking on some St. John the Baptist Parish Youth Ministry tasks. 
 

6) Jack Rivetti said that he has received numerous positive comments from 
parishioners as well as visitors from other parishes, praising the beautiful and 
solemn liturgical celebrations and receptions held, saying farewell to Fr. Ambrose 
Dobrozsi, and welcoming Fr. Robert Hale.  He sees the transition to the NE-10 
Family of Parishes as a very positive thing. 
 

7) The safety hazard caused by an air conditioner leak at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Church has been fixed, and the choir may once again use the choir loft. 

 



2022 07 13 Region XII Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes - Final 

Page 5 of 5 pages 
 

 

6.  Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, Kelly Kadel led the group in a closing prayer.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:41 PM.  The next meeting is on Wednesday, August 10, at 7:30 PM, in the 
St. Peter Parish Ries Center. 
 

v/r, -mjl-       

 
 


