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Region XII Pastoral Council Meeting 
August 3, 2021 

 
1.  Call to Order/Opening Prayer 
Jack Rivetti called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM, and led the group in reciting The Amazing 
Parish Prayer. 
 
2.  This Amazing Parish 
Council members broke into small groups and discussed reflections on their personal Mass 
Journal entries. 
 
3.  Sunday Gospel Reflections 
Jack Rivetti read John 6:41-51, and invited those present to share reflections on its meaning.  
Several petitions were offered for family, friends, and special intentions. 
 
4.  Roll Call 
 
Council Members Present: 

Fr. Kyle Schnippel (Pastor) 
Fr. Ambrose Dobrozsi (Parochial Vicar) 
Kathy Collin 
Jim Geiger 
Josh Kinder 
Jack Rivetti (Chair) 
Suzanne Schiml 
Roy Young (Vice-Chair) 

 
Council Members Absent/Excused: 
 N/A 
 
Guests: 

Marie Aknin (Business Manager Human Resources) 
Joy Blaul (Worship Commission) 
Theresa Braira (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
Nick Clune (Youth Minister, Athletic Director) 
Rick Collin (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Christine Durr (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
John Kern (Parishioner, St. Peter) 
Marsha Loges (Note-taker) 
Mary Petkus, (Parishioner, Holy Cross) 
Richard Suhr, (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 
Phyllis Wysinski (Parishioner, Our Lady of the Rosary) 

 
5.  Council Business 
 
 a.  Region XII Pastoral Council Constitution and By-Laws. 
 

(1)  Jack Rivetti asked about the next steps regarding the Council Constitution, which 
was approved during the last Regional Pastoral Council meeting.  It was decided that Jack will 
provide the final approved document to Fr. Kyle to obtain his signature, prior to the next Council 
meeting on September 7. 
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(2)  The document must also be presented to the Archdiocese for their approval. 
 
 b.  Region XII Commissions Update. 
 

(1)  As determined at the last Regional Pastoral Council meeting, a Point of Contact 
(POC) from each parish was to prepare a list of active parish Ministries/Commissions, and 
identify specific details regarding each.  The objective was to determine which items should be 
merged into regional organizations and which should be retained at the parish level. 

 
(2)  Jim Geiger suggested that consideration of possible merger into regional 

organizations should be delayed until after the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Beacons of Light 
Region/Parish restructuring is announced in November 2021 (with implementation targeted for 
July 2022).  The Council agreed to that delay, since currently it is not known which parishes will 
be in which regions. 

 
(3)  In the meantime, the several lists of parish organizations which have been prepared 

by POCs Jim Geiger (Holy Cross), Suzanne Schiml (Our Lady of the Rosary), and Roy Young 
(St. Peter) will be reviewed and validated.  Roy will lead that effort, working with Laura Joliat 
(Region XII, Communications), and the results will be published in the Region XII Directory/ 
Guidebook and on the Region XII web site. 

 
(4)  Open communication and coordination are very important as parish activities 

continue. 
 

 c.  Parishioner Comments.  There were several comments and questions, as follows: 
 

(1)  A parishioner inquired about the outcome of the Region XII door-to-door 
evangelizing effort which occurred in the Spring.  Fr. Ambrose said that in response to needs 
that were identified, material aid has been provided to several individual families, parish 
member information has been collected/updated, mass attendance has increased, and prayers 
continue to be offered.  Andrew Larochelle led that initiative, and he and Laura Joliat will 
prepare a report for publication in the Bulletin and on the web site. 
 

(2)  It was noted that some lights still are not working in church. Discussion revealed that 
many factors contribute to the lighting issues and hindrances to repair at all churches, and that a 
long-term plan for a total lighting overhaul is being considered by the maintenance staff. 
 

(3)  Concerns were raised about the costs of grounds maintenance of the church 
campuses, amid poor conditions in some areas.  Efforts are underway to improve the situation.  
While ad hoc individuals or groups, motivated by parish pride, might wish to volunteer to attend 
to the weeding and grass-cutting problems themselves, Archdiocese liability concerns preclude 
the use of parish equipment by parishioners.  Fr. Kyle said that if individuals wish to do small 
groundskeeping chores on their own, using their own tools, they may; however, the parish office 
should be informed in order to assure coordination with scheduled paid maintenance work. 

 
(4)  A parishioner questioned if the parish had considered “tithing” a portion of the church 

offertory collection funds each month, to be given to particular charities and parish causes, in 
lieu of having numerous offertory envelopes each month.  Further questions were raised about 
“Text to Give to Churches” and “On-line Giving to Churches”, and the expense associated with 
printing and mailing monthly Offertory Envelopes.  It was pointed out that a large portion of 
parishioners are “somewhat elderly” and thus not familiar with “internet giving” mechanisms.  Fr. 
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Kyle said that the Finance Committee can consider this matter.  He also said that a posting in 
the Bulletin can inform parishioners who give on-line, about how to “opt out” of receiving 
Offertory Envelopes. 
 
6.  Pastor Comments 
 
 a.  Fr. Kyle provided the following comments: 

 
(1)  On August 4, Fr. Kyle and Fr. Ambrose will meet with Jacki Loffer, Our Lady of the 

Rosary School Principal; Kelly Kadel, St. Peter School Principal, and Veronika Konokotin, 
newly-hired Early Childhood Center Director, to finalize plans for school operations for the 2021-
22 school year.  Specific guidance from the Archdiocese of Cincinnati has not been received 
regarding whether school sessions should be in-person, virtual, or hybrid.  Final decisions are 
anticipated next week. 

 
(2)  Work continues regarding the sale of the St. Stephen and St. Adalbert campuses.  A 

new potential buyer has expressed interest in the St. Stephen property; another potential buyer 
still is interested in the St. Adalbert property, and a further appraisal is needed. 

 
(3)  Work continues regarding the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Beacons of Light Family of 

Parishes restructuring.  Parishioners are asked to continue to pray for guidance for the success 
of this effort. 

 

 A first DRAFT of the proposed plan was presented in May, and a second DRAFT 
was presented to the Deaneries last week, but is not yet available to others.  The 
plan addresses the need to reduce regions (pastorates) from around 120 to 
about 55 or 60, thus requiring expansion of the number of parishes within each 
region. 

 

 A third DRAFT will be presented to the Archdiocese Personnel Board, which 
must address priest reassignments.  Results of those actions, involving 
movement of priests and the future of parish schools, are expected to be made 
available by the end of September, and will be released to the public in October. 

 

 A FINAL Archdiocese Region/Parish restructuring plan should be determined by 
mid-November, and published by Thanksgiving.  As further information becomes 
available, it will be communicated via news media outlets, on-line via social 
media and the web site, and in the Bulletin. 

 
(4)  Fr. Kyle said that during the past five weeks his focus has been on meeting with 

many parishioners of Region XII and learning about the spiritual life, the intellectual life, and the 
pastoral life of the three parishes.  He also has met with all staff. 

 

 There have been a few changes made, due to individual staff members leaving 
for new positions and new hires to replace them. 

 

 School enrollment is up, and all teachers have been hired. 
 

 A Mass attendance count is taken every week, and Mass attendance is up 
significantly since the peak of the Pandemic. 
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 Additional Confession times have been added to the schedule, on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings. 

 

 Fr. Kyle is impressed with the dedication and love that he has observed 
throughout the parishes in the region, and he is very pleased to be here. 

 
7.  Closing Prayer 
There being no further business, Kathy Collins offered a closing prayer. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.  The next meeting is Tuesday, September 7, at 7 PM, 
in the St. Peter Parish Ries Center. 
 
v/r, -mjl- :-) 
 
 


